CHARLES DARWIN
to his son's going. This he did, and Charles was soon
on his way to interview Captain Fitz-Roy. The Cap-
tain accepted him but said afterward that he came near
not doing so because he did not like the shape of
Charles5 nose. Anyone with a nose like that, he felt,
would lack the necessary energy and determination for
the voyage. Thus Charles Darwin came near missing
the experience which he counted the most important in
his whole career. On so slight a matter as the shape of
his nose and his uncle's willingness to drive thirty miles
hung the determining factor of the career of one of the
greatest scientists of all time!
Twenty-two and a Turning Point. The next five
years on the voyage of the "Beagle" he counted the
most important in his life. We are concerned here not
with the researches and findings of young Darwin, but
with what went on in his mind. Something significant
took place there, for when his father greeted him five
years later he ejaculated^ "Why even the shape of his
head is altered!" He started on the voyage a com-
paratively unknown divinity student of twenty-two
years, fully expecting to enter the ministry. When he
returned, his name and studies in natural history were
being talked about among the leading scientists of Eng-
land.
Voyage of the "Beagle." What happened in those
five years? Charles Darwin found himself, and he
found his life work. He left behind him an educational
system that he had only endured, a system which snp-
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